CHARACTERS AND COSTUMES

Dotty Dumplin (Dame) is the royal cook. She is a larger-than-life “lady”
of changing moods. One minute she is fun-loving and gushing, the next,
she is blunt and sarcastic. But whatever her mood, you can’t help liking
the old girl. She is always on friendly and confidentia] terms with the
audience and never misses an opportunity of involving them. Singing and
dancing ability is an advantage with this role. but good characterization
and camaraderie with the audience is essential. Needless to say, all her
costumes, hair-dos and make-up are ludicrous and funny. Apart from her
Cook’s costumes, she gets to wear an outrageous outfit with a very short
skirt and platform shoes. Regal robes and a crown for the Finale.

Prince Peski (Baddie) is Qid King Cole’s younger brother. He is
dominated by his scheming wife,and livesin fear of his awesome mother-
in-law. Under these circumstances, you might be tempted to feel sorry
for him. Well, don't Waste your sympathy! He is a thoroughly unpleasant
individual. A snivelling, cowardly weasel of a man who deserves every
boo and hiss he gets! Singing and dancing ability is not essential for this
role, but strong characterization is. His costume is elegant although its

cut and colour should give him a sinister 2ppearance. A regal robe for
when he has made himssif the King.

Princess Pariah (Baddic) Is Peski’s wife. She is the mastermind behind
the evil plot to dispose of Old Ki g Cole and make her husband the
King. She will resort o any lengths to achieve this, even to the extent
of devising exploding birthday cakes and calling on the powers of
darkness! Both she and Peski never mis

audience into a frenzy of boos and hisses. Singing and dancing ability
s not essential for this role. but a strong, dominant personality certainly
is. Her costume is elegant. but should give her a sinister and menacing
appearance. As does her head-dress. hair-style and make-up. A regal
robe and crown for when she makes herself the Queen.
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manner. Not a bit like her boisterous mum. She is soon beguiled by
Florian, and falls hopelessly in love with him. When chosen to be Old
King Cole’s wife she is naturally devastated. And Florian’s obsession
with his royal duty doesn’t help matters. Some strong emotional acting
is required when this conflict comes into bein g.A good singing voice and
dancing ability is needed for this role. Her costumes are all homespun,
but they are neat and attractive. Special Finale costume.

Little King Cole (Child’s part) 1s Old King Cole transformed into a
ten-year-old boy! This is the result of his entering the magic pool and
Pariah’s evil trickery. Although greatly reduced in size and years, he
is still very much the King. The trouble is, no one will believe him.
Eventually, he convinces Dotty and together they set out to thwart the
baddies by returning him to his true age. The role should be played by a
competent youngster (preferably male) who has the ability to make the
plight of this character believable. No singing or dancing is required. He

only has one costume: a duplicate of the long red combinations as worn
by Old King Cole.

Lady Dragonia (Comedy character part) is Pariah’s mother and Peski’s
much feared mother-in-law. He has 200od reason to be scared because
she is a very formidable old lady. But as she delights in deriding him at
every opportunity we can’t help liking her. Being both a battleaxe and
a dabbler in the Black Arts. she is 2 cross between Lady Bracknell and
one of the three witches! A strong. dominant personality, with mystical
tendencies, is needed for this role. No singing or dancing is required.
Her costume borders on the bizarre. with many baubles, bangles and
beads. Her hair is a strange hue and is surmounted by a hat of peculiar
design. (She only appears in Act IT)

The Chorus, Dancers and Children appear as Courtiers, Pages,
Townsfolk and Creatures of the Forbidden Forest. All participate in the
action and musical numbers. There are several small speaking parts.
The costumes for the Courtiers should look rich and elegant. The Pages
wear tights, short tunics and small round hats. The Townsfolk should
be in picturesque homespun. The Creatures of the Forbidden Forest are
grotesque beings of varying shapes and sizes. Some are huge and hairy,

others are small and reptilian. In other words, something to suit all age
groups.
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